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The Thin Air Theatre Company will produce the 2008 summer melodrama, An Arrant Knave, at
the Butte Theater, 139 E. Bennett Ave., Cripple Creek. An Arrant Knavewill show, Friday, June 6.
through Saturday, July 26 with show times: Wednesday 1 & 7 p.m.; Thursday 1 & 7 p.m.; Friday 7
p.m.; Saturday 1 & 7 p.m.; Sunday 1 p.m. Tickets are $14.75 adults/$12.75 seniors/$9.75
children.

For information or to purchase tickets visit butteoperahouse.com or call 719-235-8944.

Summer Melodrama Set in Medieval Times

Classic Cripple Creek melodrama will take the stage again this summer at the Butte Theater.
This year’s show, An Arrant Knave, will open June 6 and run through the end of July, and is
directed Steve Hornibrook, a man who is no stranger to the Cripple Creek Melodrama scene as
he performed as an Imperial Player for quite a few summers back in the 70s and 80s.

The story is set in a Medieval forest. The Duke who rules the land is a harsh and evil man who
has been ruling with an iron fist for over 15 years, after arranging to have his older brother (who
was the ruler) killed. He also systematically killed the older Duke’s sons, who would have been

the rightful heirs.

The show starts in the cabin of a woodsman, where the woodsman’s daughter is speaking with
Hugo (one of the employees of the woodsman, who we later discover is a surviving son of the
older Duke and true heir). We learn that Hugo loves the woodsman’s daughter and that the
woodsman’s son is in love with and secretly seeing a beautiful girl that is cloistered away in the
monastery. The beautiful girl turns out to be Hugo’s long lost sister whom the younger Duke plans
to marry to secure his Dukedom.

Enter Chiqui, played by veteran actor Mel Moser, the somewhat bumbling Captain of the Guard
with a heart of gold in search of an enemy of the realm. The play moves to the monastery, where
the young Duke is preparing to force Hugo's sister in marriage against her will. Along comes the
woodsman’s daughter and switches places with Hugo’s sister and coaxes Chiqui to help Hugo'’s
sister to escape into the forest.

Once in the forest, in order to disguise his identity (as he is now an enemy of the young Duke)
Chiqui is convinced to dress up like a woman. As the plot unravels, it is Chiqui who cons the
young Duke, inadvertently reveals the identity of Hugo as the rightful heir and reunites Hugo and
his sister. This allows Hugo to assume lordship and marry his love (the courageous daughter of
the woodsman) while Hugo’s sister is betrothed to her love (the woodsman’s son). There is also
a sub-plot of the older Duke’s hidden treasure.

“An Arrant Knave”, the summer melodrama, Friday, June 6. through Saturday, July 26 with show
times: Wednesday 1 & 7 p.m.; Thursday 1 & 7 p.m.; Friday 7 p.m.; Saturday 1 & 7 p.m.; Sunday 1
p.m. Tickets are $14.75 adults/$12.75 seniors/$9.75 children.

Group rates are available as well as dinner, theater and lodging packages.
For more information or to make a reservation, visit www.butteoperahouse.com.







