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Mickey Burdick and Mel Moser also return to the Butte stage for this Christmas production. week of
Each has a long history with Cripple Creek melodrama and existing roles as principals November 28
with the Thin Air Theatre Company. Each brings talent, timing and heart to the production. BUSINESS

Burdick stars as hard-luck miner John Bell, who can't afford Christmas for his young
family. Taking a shift in an unstable mine, he is trapped there on Christmas Eve. Moser is
also trapped. Only a miracle can save them - a Christmas miracle.
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It also has been a tradition to blend professional and community actors in the holiday
melodrama. Staying on from the summer's professional troupe, in addition to Burdick,
Moser and Maga are Morgan Gengo and Ashley Chasteen. Gengo portrays Gloria, the
omnipresent if not quite ethereal Angel of the Christmas Mine, while Chasteen ably
portrays Bell's loving wife.

The remaining cast members are community members, most of whom have worked
backstage on other Butte productions. Each of them gave competent performances,
blending well with the professional actors.

Outstanding among them is Dylan McClintock, who plays Bo Meadows, a young man with
a simple heart and even simpler mind, who is easily led into danger and is trapped with the
others in the mine.

McClintock's dramatic ability shines as he makes his simpleton character both believable
and sympathetic. Roy Rains, Jr., also gives a notable performance, as the villain mine
owner.

The play is enhanced by the musical expertise of piano man and musical director David
Maga.

The play is followed by the traditional Olio, created by Maga and Burdick, featuring

Christmas songs and the choreography of Cresson dance instructor Stacy Smith.

The melodrama plays through Dec. 31, with shows at 7 p.m. Thursdays, Fridays and

Saturdays and 1 p.m. matinees Saturdays and Sundays.

For reservations, call 877-689-6402 or 719-235-8944, or go to www.butteoperahouse.com.
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